Chapter 2: Girl Scouting as a National Experience

Nowthat you rea Girl Scoutvolunteer,you belongto a network of more than 1 million adultswho sharean
important commitment: preparinggirlsto leadsuccessfulives.Duringyour time asavolunteer,you llhave
fun, meetnew people,andlearnby doingalongsidegirlsat everystep.

TheGirl Scoutprogram!what girlsdo in GirlScoutinglis basedon the Girl ScoutLeadershifExperience
(GSLER nationalmodelthat helpsgirlsbecomeleadersin their own livesand asthey grow. No matter where
girlslive or what their ageor backgroundasGirl Scoutghey are part of a powerful, nationalexperience As
they build leadershipskills,they alsodeveloplifelongfriendshipsand earnmeaningfulawards,two of many
treasuredtraditionsin the sisterhoodof Girl Scouting.

What Girl Scouting Does for Girls

Girl Scoutingguidesgirlsto becomeleadersin their dailylives,their communities andthe world!helping
them becomethe kind of personexemplifiedby the Girl ScoutLaw.Whengirls!as the Girl ScoutLawstates!
are "honestandfair,#whenthey "useresourceswisely,#andknow how to be "courageousandstrong,#hey
canbe more successfuin everythingthey do. It maystartin schooland on sportsteams,but researchshows
that the courage confidence and characterthey developasGirl Scoutdollows them throughouttheir lives.
Girl Scoutinghasa practicalapproachto helpinggirlsbecomeleaders:

X Whengirlsleadin their own lives,they Discovertheir valuesandthe confidenceto do what sright.
Thishelpsgirlsactin waysthat makeus proud, no matter wherethey are.

X Whengirlsleadin their communities they Connectasthey learnhow to work with other people.This
helpsthem getalongbetter with others,resolveconflicts,anddo better on groupprojectsat school.

X Whengirlsleadin the world, they TakeActionto changethe world for the better. Startingasyoung
Girl Scoutsgirlslearnhow to seeproblems!such asafood pantryin needof donationsor anelderly
neighborwho couldusea hand!and comeup with asolution.

In other words: Discover+ Connect+ TakeAction =leadership Andeverythingyou do with girlsin Girl
Scoutings aimedat givingthem the benefitsof theseThreeKeysto Leadership.

More detailsaboutthe benefitsGirl Scoutsoffers girlscanbe found in Transforming.eadershigContinued
availableonline at www.girlscouts.org/research/publications/gsoutcontgansforming_leadership_continued.asp.

ToGetHerThere

Researchells usthat today sgirlsare backingdown from leadershipopportunitiesandthat manyof those
who do wantto leaddon t believethey havewhat it takes.ButasGirl Scoutsgirlsfind themselvegracticing
leadershipandworkingtoward goalsin a supportiveenvironmentsurroundedby peoplewho want to see
them succeedyou, the volunteers$

In2012,its centennialyear,Girl ScoutdaunchedToGetHerTherghe boldestadvocacyandfundraisingcause
campaigrdedicatedto girls leadershipissuesn the nation shistory. Thismulti yeareffort is helpingbreak
down socialbarriersthat hinder girlsfrom leadingand achievingsuccessn everythingfrom technologyand
scienceo businessandindustry.

ToGetHerThere goalisto creategenderbalancedeadershipin one generation.Todo that, Girl Scoutss
askingall adult membersof societyto help girlsreachtheir leadershippotential and placethis urgentissue
front andcenteron the nationalagendaWe all havearole to playin helpinggirlsachievetheir full leadership
potential becausevhengirlssucceedsodoessociety. Togetherwe cangether there.

Formore about ToGetHerTherancludinghow to spreadthe word aboutthe campaignyisit
www.ToGetHerThere.orgyww.facebook.com/togetherthereand http://www.twitter.com/togetherthere.
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Fun with Purpose

GirlScoutingsn tjustaboutwhat we do; it s alsoabouthow we do it. Overtime, we venoticedthat girlswill
givealmostanyactivity a try, aslongasthe adultsguidingthem take the right approach.Girl Scoutactivities
askadultvolunteersto engagegirlsin three waysthat makeGirl Scoutinguniquefrom schooland other
extracurricularactivities:

x Girl ted: Girlsof everygradeleveltake an activerole in determiningwhat, where,when,why, andhow
they Il structureactivities.Of course,you Il provideguidanceappropriateto the ageof the girls.Plus,
you llencouragehem to bringtheir ideasandimaginationsnto the experiencesmakechoicesand
leadthe wayasmuchasthey can.

X Learningby doing: Thismeansthat girlshaveactive,handson experienceslt alsomeansthey havea
chanceto think andtalk aboutwhat they are learningasa resultof the activities.Thiskind of reflection
iswhat helpsgirlsgainself awarenessand confidenceto diveinto new challengesSomakesuregirls
alwayshavea chanceto talk with eachotherland you!after anactivity. It doesn thaveto be formal,
just getthem talkingand seewhat happens.

x Cooperativelearning: Girlslearnso muchaboutthemselvesand eachother whenthey teamup on
commongoals.Plus,greatteamworkhelpsgirlsin schoolnow andon the job later. Lookfor waysto
help eachgirl contribute her uniquetalentsandideasto the team, help all girlsseehow their
differencesare valuableto the team,andcoachgirlsto resolvetheir conflictsproductively.

We callthesethree methods"processes.# oumight be wonderinghow to put theseprocessesnto action
with the girlsin your group. Thesestepsshouldhelpyou get started:

1. Afteryouhelpgirlschoosea NationalLeadershiplourney(there smore informationaboutthoselater
in this chapter),makesureyou get the adult guidethat accompanieshe Journey Asyou readthrough
that guide,look at how the activities,conversationsand choicemakingoptionsare setup usingthe
three processesOnceyou start practicingthe processesyou Il probablyfind that they becomesecond
naturewhenyou rewith girls.

2. Ifyouhaven talready,watch Girl Scoutingl01,our onlineintroductionto volunteeringwith Girl
Scouts(Contactyour councilfor the password.)f you vealreadywatchedGirl Scoutingl01,you may
want to reviewits "What Girl ScoutsDo#sectionto brushup on the processes.

3. Wantmoredetail aboutthe processesTakealook at the examplesn Transformind-eadership
Continuedavailableonline at
www.girlscouts.org/research/publications/gsoutcontgansforming_leadership_continued.asp.

Onelasttip aboutusingthe processesThegirls time in GirlScoutingsn tato do list, sopleasedon teverfeel
that checkingactivitiesoff alistis moreimportant than tuning in to what interestsandexcitesgirlsand sparks
their imaginationsProjectsdon t haveto comeout perfectly,andgirlsdon t haveto fill their vestsandsashes
with badgeswhat mattersmostis the fun andlearningthat happensasgirlsmakeexperiencegheir own.
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The National Program Portfolio

You lluseseveralbooks,awards,andonlineresourcedo bringthe Girl ScoutLeadershigexperienceo life with
girls.We stronglyrecommendthat eachgirl hasher own booksfrom the NationalProgramPortfolio. These
books!the Journeysand TheGirl sGuideto Girl Scouting! and nationalprogramawards!like badgesand
pinslare animportant part of how Girl Scoutinghelpsgirlsexperiencethe power of millionsof girlschanging
the world together.

Asyou usethe NationalProgramPortfoliowith girls,keepin mind that Girl Scoutsof the USAGSUSAJreates
materialsto serveour vastanddiversecommunityof girls. Tohelp bring topicsoff the pageandinto life, we
sometimesprovidegirlsandvolunteerswith suggestiongboutwhat peopleacrosshe countryandaround
the world are doing.We alsosometimesmakesuggestionsibout movies,books,music,websites,and more
that mightsparkgirls interests.

At GSUSAwve knowthat not everyexampleor suggestiorwe providewill work for everygirl, family, volunteer,
or community.In partnershipwith thosewho assistyou with your Girl Scoutgroup!including parents,faith
groups,schoolsandcommunityorganizations!we trust youto choosereal tife topic expertsfrom your
communityaswell asmovies,books,music,websites,and other opportunitiesthat are mostappropriatefor
the girlsin yourareato enrichtheir Girl Scoutactivities.

Weare proudto be the premierleadershiporganizatiorfor girls.While girlsandtheir familiesmayhave
guestionsor interestin programmingelevantto other aspectof girls lives,we are not alwaysthe
organizationbestsuitedto offer suchinformation. Yourcouncilcanrecommendocalorganizationsr
resourceghat are bestsuitedto do so.

Alsonote that GSUSAontinuouslyreviewsnationalprogramcontentto guaranteethat all our resourcesare
relevantandageappropriate,andthat their contentdoesn tincludeviolence sex,inappropriatelanguagepr
riskybehavior.We valueyourinput andhopethat youwill bringto your council sattention anycontentthat
concernsyou.

National Leadership Journeys

NationalLeadershiplourneyselp Girl Scoutdearnand practicethe ThreeKeysaid their communities and
earnleadershipawards progressingip Girl Scouting 4 adderof Leadershiasthey do so. Therearethree
seriesof Leadershiplourneyseachabouta different theme;the girlsin your group canchoosethe themethat
intereststhem most.

After the girlschoosea Journey spendan hour or two readingthe companionadult guide.lIt Il giveyou a feel

for howto bringthe Journewto life, andyou llgetideasfor the stepsgirlswill take (with your support)to earn
their leadershipawards.Don tworry; youdon thaveto be anykind of expertto do a Leadershiglourneywith
girls.Youjust needto be willing to divein and enjoythe learningby doingexperiencewith them.

EachJourneyadult guidecontainssampleplansthat you cancustomizeto fit the needsof your group,whether
you guideatroop, volunteerat a Girl Scoutcamp,mentor girlson atraveladventure,or engagewith girlsin a
seriesor at an event. EachJourneyalsooffers opportunitiesto enjoythe longstandingraditions of Girl
Scoutingfrom ceremoniesand songsto earningawardsandskillbadges.

The Girl's Guide to Girl Scouting and National Proficiency Badges

In additionto the Leadershiplourneysgirlsat eachGirl Scoutgradelevelhavetheir own edition of TheGirl s
Guideto Girl Scoutinga binderfull of informationaboutbeinga Girl Scoutandhow to earncertainbadges,
includingonesaboutfinancialliteracyandthe Girl ScoutCookieProgram Girlswho want to earnmore badges
canadda SkillBuildingBadgeSettied to the theme of the Journeythey vechosen.
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Whena Girl Scoutearnsa badge,it showsthat she slearneda new skill, suchashow to makea healthysnack
or take greatdigital photos. It mayevensparkaninterestat schoolor plantthe seedfor afuture career.Please
rememberthat we don t expectyouto be anexpertin the badgetopics;just havefun learningby doingwith
the girls$

Whileyou rehavingfun, keepin mind: Badgesre for educatinggirls,not for decoratingtheir sashesandvests.
Thequality of agirl sexperience!and the skillsand pride shegainsfrom earningleadershipawardsandskill r
buildingbadges!far outweighthe quantity of badgessheearns.

If you reworkingwith Girl ScoutDaisiespleasenote that they earnPetalsand Leavegwhichform a flower)
insteadof badges.

Thereare severalwaysto supplementthe NationalProgramPortfolioand enhancegirls time asGirl Scouts!
andhavefun while you redoingit$ A few of them are outlined below.

Digital Programming

TheForGirlssectionof girlscouts.ordeaturesa variety of videos,gamesblogs,and other fun waysto enrich
the GSLEGiIrlswill find opportunitiesto posttheir ideasfor publicserviceannouncement®n topicsthat
matter to them andgetinspiredby watchingshortvideosthat tell the storiesof womenfrom all walksof life. If
youwork with Girl ScoutDaisiesand Brownies,you mightlike the site sprint and play coloringandgame
pages!great for havingon handwhenenergeticgirlsgettogether$Both girlsand volunteerswill havefun with
BadgeExploreranoverviewof all of the badgesgirlscanearn.ForGirlsis updatedfrequently,socheckback
often!land invite girlsto do the same$

Make Your Own Badge

Girlsarewelcometo developand completeactivitiesto maketheir own badgela greatwayto exploreatopic
of personalinterest. (In addition, girlswho maketheir own badgewill learnhowto learn,whichisan
important skillto havein school,on the job, andin life$)Oncegirlscheckthe AwardsLogin TheGirl sGuideto
GirlScoutingo makesurethere snot alreadya badgeon the topic they want to explore,they Il follow steps
outlinedin that handbookto completethe requirementsfor their veryown badge Evenbetter, they cango
onlineto designand purchasea badgethat later arrivesin the mail$Formore information, checkout the Make
YourOwnBadgewebsite.

My Promise, My Faith Pin

TheGirl ScoutLawincludesmanyof the principlesandvaluescommonto mostfaiths. AndeventhoughGirl
Scoutds a secularorganizationwe vealwaysencouragedyirlsto explorespirituality viatheir own faiths. Girls
of all gradelevelscannow earnthe My Promise My Faithpin. By carefullyexaminingthe Girl ScoutLawand
directlytyingit to tenetsof herfaith, a girl canearnthe pin onceeachyearsheparticipatesin Girl Scouting.
Youcanfind more aboutthe requirementsfor this pin in TheGirl sGuideto Girl Scouting

The Girl Scout Cookie Program

In additionto givinggirlsan opportunity to earnmoneyto fund their Girl Scoutinggoals takingpart in the Girl
ScoutCookieProgramteachesgirlsfive important skillsthat servethem throughouttheir lives:goalsetting,
moneymanagementpeopleskills,decisionmaking,and businessthics.Formore on everythinginvolvedin
the Girl ScoutCookieProgramflip to the "ManagingGroupFinances#hapterof this handbook

Outdoor Adventures

Beingoutsideis a greatwayfor girlsto exploreleadership puild skills,and developa deepappreciationfor
nature. Whetherthey spendan afternoonexploringa localhikingtrail or aweekat camp,beingoutsidegives
girlsanopportunity to grow, explore,and havefun in awhole new environment.Formore information, visit
www.girlscouts.org/program/basics/camping.
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Council Events

Aspart of troopsor individuallyregisteredmembers girlshavethe opportunity to participatein a variety of
fun andengagingactivitiesthat empowerthemto DiscoverConnectand TakeActionasthey gainleadership
skills.All GSWISEponsoredeventscoverone or more of the sevenprogramfocusareas,are fun, interactive,
heldto the highestsafetystandardsanddevelopedto meetthe needsof all girls.Eventsare facilitated by
staff, volunteers,and/or girls.Eventsarelistedin Connectionsa publicationthat eachtroop receivesandthe
SummelEventsaand ActivitiesGuidethat is mailedto everygirl. All of theseevents,includingavailability are
alsolisted on PersonifyeBiz.

Service Area Events

Eachserviceareamayrun eventsfor membersin their areaonceayearor oncea month. Manytimesolder
girlsdesignandrun theseeventsfor youngergirls. Attend serviceareameetingsand, if applicablegoto your
serviceareawebsiteto getadditionalinformation on what shappeningn your area.

Community Event Providers

CommunityEventProvidersare approvedorganizationsand businesse# the communitythat provideevents
andactivitiesthat relate to the Girl ScoutLeadershigexperienceViewthe listingof CommunityEvent
Providersandthe opportunitiesthey offer at www.gswise.orgToregisterfor eventsin this section,contact
the CommunityEventProviderdirectly.

Take Action and Community Service

Both TakeActionand CommunityServiceorojectsare animportant part of Girl Scouting CommunityService
addressesanimmediateneedwith a shortterm or one time project. TakeActionprojectsare longlasting
serviceprojectsthat addresghe root causeof a problemand ensuresustainability Visitwww.gswise.ordor
anupdatedlist of CommunityServiceprojectsavailablein your areaandresourcego help getstartedon your
TakeActionproject.

Troop Camping

Severcamppropertiesare availablefor troopsto rent for an overnightexperienceor dayusesevendaysa
week,pendingavailability.Campfacilitiescanbe bookedup to sixmonthsin advanceby troops. Toviewthe
facilities,amenities,programmingopportunities,fees,and availabilitygo to www.gswise.orgor see
Connections.

Spanish-language Resources

Twoof the Journeyseries! It sYourWorld!Change It" andlIt s YourPlanet!Love It"lare availablein Spanish,
asare two new supportingbooksfor Spanishspeakingvolunteersto usewith Spanishspeakingandbilingual
Girl ScoutBrowniesand Juniors:jLasGirl ScoutBrowniesCambiarEIMundo” (Girl ScoutBrowniesChangethe
World") and jLasGirl ScoutsJuniorsApuntana las Estrellas{Girl ScoutJuniorsReackfor the Stars'). Thebooks,
whichintroducethe Girl Scoutmovementto thesegirlsandtheir families,provide everythingyou needfor a
fun filled yearin Girl Scouting Visitwww.girlscouts.org/espanolfor more SpanisiresourcesFormore
information on theseresourcesgcontactyour councilandvisitwww.gswise.ordor councilspecificmaterials
that aretranslated.

Putting It All Together

All of this mayseemoverwhelming put don tworry. Thenextfew pagesgiveyou anideaof what sinvolved
whenyouusethe NationalProgramPortfoliowith girlsat eachGirl Scoutgradelevel.
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GirlScout
Daisiesneet
AmazingDaisy
andthe Flower
Friendsto

explorethe fun andcuriosityof
makingthingsgrow. Theresultis
a storybookworld of flowers
andlittle girlswho, together,do
greatthings.Girl ScoutDaisies
especiallyenjoymeetingthe
colorful, globalcharactersof the
FlowerFriendswho teachthem
to live the Girl ScoutLaw.

Onthis Journey,

Girl ScoutDaisies

join the Flower

Friendsfor a

crosscountrytrip

in their specialflower powered
car.Asthe FlowerFriendstravel
the countrylivingthe valuesof the
Girl ScoutLaw,Daisiegoin themin
exploringthe naturalworld,
learningwhat slocalandwhy

that simportant. Alongthe way,
Daisiegyetto exploreshapesn
nature,learnthe wisdomof
womenworkingto protectthe
planet,andgainanunderstanding
of whatit takesto protectthe
environment.

AsDaisiesnjoy

afictional story

aboutthe

FlowerFriends,

they learnhow

muchthey cancarefor animals
andfor themselves!and just
how confidentthat makesthem
feel.

Whatarethe
mostimportant
keysfor a

Girl Scoutto
own?Thisquest

answershat questionin avery
specialway. It hasGirl Scout
Browniestravelingalongtwo
colorfultrailslone theycan
enjoyon their own andone they
explorewith their Girl Scout

group.Alongthe Quest,

Browniesmeetthree new
friendsanda bright and shining
elflin abrand new Brownie
story meantto inspiretheir own

TakeActionprojects.

Girl ScoutBrownies

join the Brownie

friendsand Brownie

Elfasthey enjoy
somewonderfilled

adventures Asthey divein, the
Browniestry out newwaysof
workingasateam,learnaboutthe
water cycle,and enjoymaking
their own rainbows.AsBrownies
learnhow preciouswater is, they
canpledgeto protectit andteam
up to advocatefor water
conservation.

In AWorld of

Girls,Brownies

havefun

learningthat

storiescontain

cluesandthat

they canusethosecluesto make
the world better. Aflip book,A
World of Girlsdevotesone side
to fictional storiesthat take the
Browniegirl characterdo diverse
placesin the world. Theother
sidehasthe real tife Brownies
exploringthemselvesandtheir
world closerto home.Through
the Journey snanyadventures,
anecdotesand activities,the
Browniesfollow throughon clues
andenjoya fun andchallenging
Girl Scoutexperiencethat
strengthengheir confidenceand
givesthem achanceto better the
world.




Afashionsavvy
spidernamed
Dezshows
Juniorshow they
cancombine

their own powerinto team

poweranduseit to spark
communitypower.When

Juniordearnhow the "power of
one,#'power of team,#and
"power of community,#vork
togetherthey not only make
their own communitieshetter
but haveanimpactaroundthe

globe.

ThisJourney

invitesJuniorsto

engagetheir

mindsandhearts

asthey explore

the manyforms,uses,andmisuses
of energy.Frompapermaking
experimentsto makingbeadsfrom
newspapersand magazineso
forminga %perpetudiuman
motion machine,%@uniorswill find
that GETMOVING's crammedfull
of energizingstuff to makeanddo$
GETMOVING'thallengegirlsto
safeguardearth spreciousenergy
resourceddy usingtheir leadership
skills'their ability to energize
themselvesand others,andtheir
ability to investigateandinnovate.

InaMUSE,

Juniorsgainan

understanding

of just how

limitlesstheir

potential canbe asthey fuse
storytellingwith the many
roleslreal andcreative!that
the world offers. They llhavefun
trying onrolesandlearning
aboutpeopleandthe power of
real tife actionandleadership.

Lifeisamazeof
relationshipsand
this Journeyhas
GirlScout
Cadettes

maneuveringhroughall its
twistsandturnsto find true

friendships plenty of

confidence and maybeeven

peace.Girlscanmake

"peacemakexkits,#learnabout
bullyingbehavior,andcomplete

a TakeActionprojectthat

thriveson theserelationship

skills.

Airiseverywhere

in Breathe"Andas
Cadettesexplore

the airthey |l

learnto assessir
qualityinsideand out asthey gain
an aerialview of everythingfrom
cigarettesmokingto noiseto
deforestation.Alongthe way,
they lltry somescientific
experimentsand meetscientists,
engineersywriters, and artists!all
of themworkingfor Earth sair.
Aboveall, Breathe'inspires
Cadettedo create"breathing
room#to be leaderswho usetheir
flair to makea differencein the
world.

Cadettesut the

"me#in MEdia

asthis Journey

encourages

themto explore

the great,big multimediaworld
aroundthem andthen remake
mediato better matchthe reality
they know. Alongthe way,
Cadettedbecomeawareof the
valueof media,its limitationsand
effect, andthe powerthey have
to leadandinspireothers.




GirlScout

Seniorknow

the world is not

ideal. This

Journeyis their

chanceto imaginea perfect
world for girls.Seniorsare
invited to createtheir

vision in anymediumthey
choose.Thenthey!lltake
actionto maketheir visiona
reality. Leadersafter all, are
visionaries’AsSeniordearn
to definetheir ideal
environment,they learnalot
abouttheir own values,
attitudes,actions,and
leadership.

In SowWhat?, Seniorggetthe
opportunity to ponderland
usearoundthe world (corn!s
abigissue"andgetdownto

the scienceandroots of
complexandglobalfood issuesGirlsplan
andconducta local#foodforage#o scope
out their #foodprint#choicesandtalk to
scientists]Jocalgrowers,andbusiness
owners and evenglobalhungerexperts.
Usingwhat they learn, girlsconsidertheir
#leaderprints#asthey decidewho and
whatthey cancultivateen route to a Take
Actionprojectthat positivelyimpactstheir
food network. Alongthe way, Seniordake
time to enjoya#trulyhappymeal#
together,andtry being#locavores#ho
know how to savorlocalbounty.

In MISSION:
SISTERHOQD!
Seniorsharness

the magicof

storiesto widentheir
networksandignite the
energyof sisterhoodto
createrealchangein the
world. AsSeniorseexpand
their friendshipborders,
they boosttheir own
confidenceand makethe
mostof their leadership
skills.

How often have

youseen

somethingthat
reallyneededto

be changedand

wondered #Whyisn!tsomeone
doingsomethingaboutthat?#
ThisJourneygivesGirl Scout
Ambassadorawayto be that
someone an advocatewith
the powerto start the first
flutter of realandlasting
change While creatingtheir
own #butterfly effect,#they'll
gainanarrayof skills such as
networking,planning,and
learningto speakup for what
they believe that will benefit
them asthey preparefor life
beyondhighschool.

Justice for Earthandall

its inhabitants we all

knowwhatit is. Whyisit

sohardto achieve?
Ambassadorsealizethat
maybejusticeneedsa brand new
equation their equation.By#doingthe
math#with eventhe simplestof acts,
decipheringhow decisiongyet made,and
exploringhow to usescientificevidence,
Ambassadorsreateandthen present
their own uniqueequationfor what
justiceasksof us.Alongthe way,
Ambassador§ind they are also
networkingand gatheringideasfor
collegeandcareers Whenthey conclude
this Journey Ambassadorsnayrecognize
themselvesasthe wiseandhealing
leadersEarthyearnsfor"

InBLISSive

It!, Givelt!,

Ambassadors

dreambig,

now andfor

the future, andassistothers
in dreamingbig, too. They
exploretheir values,
strengths,andpassionsasa
wayto opendoorsto
wonderful,new adventures.
Designedasaflip book,
Bliss:Livelt! inspiresgirlsto
pursuetheir dreamswhile
Bliss:Givelt! encourages
girlsto assistothersin
pursuingtheirs.




Emblems and Patches

In additionto the leadershipawardstied to the Journeysandthe NationalProficiencybadgesgirlscanshow
they belongby addingemblemsto the front of their vestsor sashesand participationpatcheson the back.

x Emblemsshowmembershipin Girl Scoutsa particularcouncil,a particulartroop, or in someother Girl
Scoutgroup. Thesecanbe worn on the front of a sashor vest(seethe diagramin the handbook
sectionof TheGirl sGuideto Girl Scoutingo seewheretheseare placed).

x Participationpatchesrepresentactivitiesgirlshavetried and are fun waysfor girlsto remember
specialeventsthey!veattended. Sincethesepatchesandpinsaren!ttied to skill buildingactivities,
they areworn on the backof a girl'ssashor vest.

Youcanpurchaseemblemsand patches along with badgesandleadershipawards at your council!sGirl
Scoutshopor by visitingthe GSUSAnNlineshop.There,you!llfind a coollist of the earnedawardsfor each
gradelevelandallink that showsyou exactlywhere girlscanplacetheir emblems,awards,badgespins,and
patcheson their vestsand sashes.

Girl Scout Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards

TheGirl ScoutBronze Silver,and GoldAwardsare Girl Scouting!sighestawards.Theseawardsoffer girls
relevant,gradetevel appropriatechallengeselatedto teamwork,goalsetting,and communitynetworking
andleadershipTheyalsoengagegirlsin buildingnetworksthat not only supportthem in their awardprojects,
but in new educationaland careeropportunities.

Likeeverythinggirlsdo in Girl Scoutingthe stepsto earningtheseawardsare rooted in the GSLEThisiswhy,
to earneachof theseawards girlsfirst completea gradetevelJourney(two Journeydor the GoldAwardor a
SilverAwardandone Journey)With Journeysgirlsexperiencehe keysto leadershipandlearnto identify
communityneeds,work in partnershipwith their communities and carryout TakeActionprojectsthat makea
lastingdifference.Theycanthen usethe skillsthey developedduringa Journeyto developandexecute
projectsfor their Girl ScoutBronze Silver,and GoldAwards.Girl Scoutshasjust introduceda web appthat
takesgirlsstep by stepthroughthe GoldAwardrequirements.Visit
http://www.girlscouts.org/program/highest_awards/dgd _award.aspo take a peek.

GSWISEfferseventsfor girlsand/or adultsto help preparefor earningtheseprestigiousawards.Datesand
timescanbe foundin Connectionsr at www.gswise.org.

Blingin on the Bronze:Thiseventisrecommendedor girls/troopsinterestedin learningaboutthe Girl Scout
BronzeAward.Girlswill participatein sampleJourneyactivities,receiveimportant information about Bronze
Awardrequirements and havethe opportunity to connectwith organizationghat couldinspirefuture Take
Actionprojectsand/or their Girl ScoutBronzeAwardproject.

Oneis Silver!: Thistrainingis highlyrecommendedor girls/troopswishingto earnthe Girl ScoutSilverAward.

IAnd the Other sGold: Thistrainingis mandatoryfor all girls/troopsinterestedin earningthe Girl ScoutGold
Award.

Didyouknowthat a Girl Scoutwho hasearnedher GoldAwardimmediatelyrisesone rankin all four branches
of the U.S Military? Anumberof collegescholarshipppportunitiesalsoawait GoldAwarddesigneesA girl
doesnot, however,haveto earnaBronzeor SilverAwardbefore earningthe Girl ScoutGoldAward.Sheis
eligibleto earnanyrecognitionat the gradelevelin whichsheis registered.

Asa Girl Scoutvolunteer,encouragegirlsto gofor it by earningtheseawardsat the Juniorthrough
Ambassadotevels.Checkout someof the awardprojectsgirlsin your councilare doingandtalk to afew past
recipientsof the Girl ScoutGoldAward.Youl!llbe inspiredwhenyou seeand hearwhat girlscanaccomplishas
leaders and by the confidenceyalues,andteam buildingexpertisethey gainwhile doingso. Andimaginethe



Fromthe beginningof Girl Scoutspne prestigiousawardhasrecognizedhe girlswho makea differencein
their communitiesandin their own lives.Thefirst of theseawards,in 1916,wasthe GoldenEagleof Merit. In
1919,the namechangedo TheGoldenEagletandin 1920,the requirementsfor TheGoldenEagletwere
updated.TheFirstClassAwardexistedfor only two years,from 1938%1940andwasreplacedin 1940with The
CurvedBarAward,the requirementsfor whichwere updatedin 1947.1n 1963,GSUSAe introducedthe First
ClassAward,for a girl who wasan %allround&person,with skillsin manyfieldsanda proficiencyin one.
Today!shighestaward,the Girl ScoutGoldAward,wasintroducedin 1980.

Other Initiatives and Opportunities

Otherexcitinginitiativesand opportunitiesexistto supportthe GSLHAnN the past,thesehavecoveredtopics
like the environment,robotics,and spaceexploration.Youcanfind out how to engageyour groupin
opportunitieslike theseby contactingyour councilor by visitingwww.girlscouts.org/program/basicand
clickingon %PrograrBasics&n the left sideof the screen Note that councilsmay offer different experiences,
basedon availabilityof resourcesand partnersin your area.

Girl Scouts Forever Green

Thisis a nationwideprojectin whichgirlstake actionandleadtheir families,schoolsand communitiesin
improvingthe environmentand protectingnatural resourcesEachyeargirl membersvote to choosethe
projectfocus.Tolearnaboutthe ForeverGreenprojectfocus,visit our websiteat www.gswise.org.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)

STEMs one of the sevenprogramfocusareasandanimportant focusaswe help closethe gapof a lackof girls
pursuingSTEMareers We offer manyopportunitiesfor girlsto exploreSTEMat events,camp,andthrough
Roboticgeams.FIRS®LEGO®Reagudeamscompeteeachyearin the fall. Getinformation on how to get
involvedfor next seasorat www.gswise.org.

Healthy Habits and Journeys

Healthand Wellnesss anotherone of the sevenprogramfocusareas It!s easyto connectHealthyHabitsto
the It sYourPlanet"Love It! Journeyserieswith anew resourcefor Girl ScoutDaisiesBrownies,and Juniors.
Theresourceaddresse&nergybalance(afocuson energyin andenergyout) and providesan additionaltwo
activitiesper samplesessionFindthis at www.gswise.org.



Girl Scout Traditions and Celebrations

Throughoutthe longhistory of Girl Scoutscertaintraditionsremainmeaningfulandimportant andare still
practicedtoday. Thissectiongivesyou an overviewof annualcelebrationsin the Girl Scoutyear,aswell as
other reveredGirl Scouttraditions. Besureto lookin TheGirl sGuideto Girl Scoutingand Leadershiglourneys
for more informationon songshistoricalanecdotestraditions,and ceremonies.

Girl Scout Calendar

Girl Scoutscelebrateseveralspecialdayseachyear,whichyou!reencouragedo includein your group
planning.

x February22: World ThinkingDay(the birthday of both LordBadenPowelland LadyOlaveBadenr
Powell,the originatorsof BoyScoutsandthe Scoutingviovementworldwide).

X March 12: Thebirthday of Girl Scoutingn the USAThefirst troop meetingwasheldin Savannah,
Georgiapnthisdatein 1912.Notethat Girl ScoutWeekbeginsthe Sundaybefore March12 (aday
knownas%GirscoutSunday&ind extendsthroughthe SaturdayfollowingMarch 12 (adayknownas
%GirEcoutSabbath&).

x Thirdweekin April: VolunteerAppreciationWeekcenterson the long standingNationalGirl Scout
LeadersDay(April22),but expandghe definition of volunteersbeyondtroop leadersto includeall
the volunteerswho work in somanywayson behalfof girlsin Girl Scouting.

X October31: Founder!Pay(JulietteGordonLow!sbirthday).

World ThinkingDay first createdin 1926,offers a specialdayfor Girl Scoutsand Girl Guidesfrom aroundthe
world to %think&f eachother and givethanksandappreciationto their sisterGirl ScoutsFebruary22isthe
mutual birthday of LordBadenPowell,founder of the BoyScoutmovement,and hiswife, Olave who served
asWorld ChiefGuide.

Today girlshonor World ThinkingDayby earningthe World ThinkingDayaward,whichfocuseson anannual
theme selectedby the World Associatiorof Girl Guidesand Girl Scouts.Theyalsoshowtheir appreciationand
friendshipon World ThinkingDaynot only by extendingwarm wishesbut alsoby contributingto the Juliette
LowWorld FriendshipgFund,which helpsoffer Girl Guiding/GirlScoutingto more girlsandyoungwomen
worldwide.







If youlreworkingwith girlswho wantto hostanevent large or small be suregirlsare leadingthe eventr
planning,insteadof sitting by passivelywhile you or anotheradult plansthe event. Toget girlsstarted,ask
them to think aboutthe following questions:

X

X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X

X X X X X X X

X

Whatsort of eventdo we havein mind?

Whois our intendedaudience?

Doesthe audiencehaveto be invited, or cananyonecome?

What!sour maintopic or focus?

What!sour objective what do we hopeto accomplishat the end of the day?

Will one or more speakersieedto beinvited?If so,who?Howdo we find speakers?
Wherewill the eventtake place?

Isthere a chargefor this venue?

Isthe venuelargeenoughto accommodatehe audience?

Dowe haveto obtain permissionto usethis venue?If so,from whom?

Arethere adequatefacilitiesfor the audiencef not, how muchwill extraportabletoilets cost,and
how manydo we need?

Isthere adequateparkingor a drop off point for girls?

Dowe needtables?chairs?podiums?microphones%peakers?

Whatsort of entertainmentwill we provide?

Will we provideor sellrefreshmentsdf so,what kinds?

Howmanychaperonewill we need?Whowill we ask?

Whatemergencycaredo we needto planfor? Isthe eventlargeenoughthat localpoliceandfire
departmentsneedto be notified?

Dowe needto purchaseadditionalinsurancefor non$GirlScouts?

Howwill we advertisethe event?

Whatdecorationswill we use?

Will we giveawayanykeepsakes?

Will we chargefor the event?

Whowill setup the event?

Whowill cleanup after the event?

Howwill we determinewhetherthe eventwasa success?

Ideasfor girl ted eventswith family, friends,and communityexpertsare alsoavailablein the Leadership
Journeyadult guides”

Signs, Songs, Handshake, and More!

Overtime, anyorganizationis goingto developafew commonsignalghat everyoneunderstandsSuchisthe

casewith Girl Scoutswhichhasdevelopeda few uniquewaysto greet,acknowledgeand communicate some

of whicharelisted here.




Theideaof the signcamefrom the daysof chivalry,whenarmedknightsgreetedfriendly
knightsby raisingthe right hand,palmopen,asa signof friendship.Togivethe sign,raise
the three middlefingersof the right handpalmforward and shoulderhigh (the three
extendedfingersrepresentthe three parts of the Girl ScoutPromise) Girlsgivethe sign
whenthey:

X Saythe Promiseor Law.
x Arewelcomedinto GirlScoutsat aninvestitureceremonythat welcomesnew members.
X Receiveanaward,patch,pin, or other recognition.

X Greetother Girl Scoutsand Girl Guides.

Thehandshakeés a more formal way of greetingother Girl Scoutsandis alsoan appropriate
wayto receivean award.Shakdeft handsandgivethe Girl ScoutSignwith yourright hand.

Thequiet signcanbe extremelyusefulto you asavolunteer,soteachit to girlsduringyour
first meeting.Raiseyour right handhighwith an openpalm. Asgirlsin the groupseethe sign,
they stoptalkingandalsoraisetheir hands.Onceeveryoneis silent,the meetingcanbegin.

TheGirl Scoutsloganis, % D@ goodturn daily.&TheGirl Scoutmotto is, %oB@repared.&

Whethersingingarounda campfireor joininga chorusof voiceson the Mall in WashingtonD.C. Girl Scouts
havealwaysenjoyedthe fun andfellowshipof music.In fact, the first Girl ScoutSongBook a collectionof
songsput together by girl members waspublishedin 1925.

Songsanbe usedto openor closemeetings,enhanceceremonieslightenaloadwhile hiking,or sharea
speciaimomentwith other Girl Scouts Fortips on choosingandleadingsongsgoto
http://lwww.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/actityf_ideas/songleading.asp variety of songbooksare
alsoavailablefor purchase Checkout your councilshopor visitthe GSUSAnNIine shop.




